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Farm Energy Workshop

Rhode Island Farm Energy
Program (RIFEP) provides Ag
Producers and Ag-based Small
Businesses with current
information on energy grant
opportunities and supportive
events.

The RI Farm Energy Program is a
project of Rhode Island Resource
Conservation & Development
Area Council, Inc. It is supported
through Rhode Island
Greenhouse Gas Initiative funding
provided by the RI Department of
Environmental Management and
the RI Office of Energy
Resources.

For more information on how
we can help you "put it all
together," visit our web site, or
give us a call!

CONTACT RIFEP:

Jo-Anne Pacheco
Program Coordinator

Email: info@rifarmenergy.org
Telephone: 401-500-0399

Mailing Address:

RI Farm Energy Program
c/o RI RC&D

2283 Hartford Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919

Web Site:

http://www.rifarmenergy.org

RIRC&D Area Director: Paul Dolan
Newsletter Editor: Leslie Mundy

Equal
Opportunity
Employer

.

February 7
See page 4 for details!

DEM Announces Grants

On January 1%, 2018, DEM, in partnership with the Rhode Island Office of Enerc
Resources amh the Rhode Island Resource ConservatioDé&elopment Area Council,
announced $120,000 in grants to help farmers "green" their operations and save er
and money.See page 6 to read the press releasd who got awardd

All six of our grant applicants vere funded this time around, so if you've been
thinking about adding renewable energy or to your business plan, or if you suspec
you could benefit by using energy more efficiently, now is the time to get started
looking into available options. Pleaseplan to attend our workshop on February ¥,
or, if that doesn't fit your schedule, just give us a call After all, it's our job to help you
find ways to save youmoney and grow your business.

Half Way through Winter

Farmers who came from Englanithd a long

standing weather adage:"The farmer should
have, on Candlemas Day, Half his straw and
his hay" In the slightly harsher climate of New
England, this adage underwent a slight chang
"... half his wood and half his hay The saying
was just plain practial advice. The centuries ol
celebration of Candlemas Dayalways falls on
February 2°, and from that day, the spring

solstice is 7 weeks awayTherefore, asmart

farmer managed his winter supplies very
carefully h orderjustin case spring was a littlate in arriving.

As farmers well know,msne wintersare better and someare worse, but even with
modern technology, there's just no way of redtlyowingwhat the weather will be.

Since the beginning of farming, farmers everywhere hdnzal to beconcened with
the weather. Will there be an eargpring? An early winter? An early frost? A late frost?
wet spring? A dry winter? A wet winteTheir lives are spent in constant preparation fc
dealing with the uncertainty othe weather. Keen obsemtion ower centuries taught
farmers a lot aboutreading” their local weather, and the smartest among them learn
they had to be prepared for whatever may come, no matter what the "signs" said.
rare is the farmer whatill doesn'twish there was someure wayto predict the weather
accurately.

German farmers who settled in Pennsylvania brought their tradition for determini
how much longer the winter weather would last: on Candlemas Day they watched to
if badgeiswould seetheir shadows. If they did see shadow, six m@ weeks of winter.

But, badgers being scarce, the tradition was adapted to watching the behavio
groundhogs and in1887Punxsutawney, PA celebrated tHest official GroundhogDay.
Since thenwe waiteagerly to learn whether groundig Phil predicts an early springyVe
should keep in mind, however, that Phiés only beemight 39% of the time).
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Time to tame those
energy hogs!

There are several ways to save
energy (and money) on your farm
depending on what type of
infrastructure and operation you
have. The first step to reducing
farm energy costs is determining
where you use energy in your
operation.

If you are a National Grid customer
and own or rent a farm in Rhode
Island, you are eligible to
participate in the

Rhode Island
Farm Energy
Efficiency
Program!

This program provides a free, no-
obligation energy audit that gives
recommendations on how to
improve the energy efficiency of
your farm. It also provides financial
incentives for recommended
energy-saving measures.

Starthere:

Call 1-800-332-3333
to schedule your
free energy audit!

Rebates and incentives are
available to make the switch
to LEDs more
affordable.
Check out
National Grid's
Service &
Rebates Page
for more
information.
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LINKS TO INFORMATION ABOUT TECHNIQUES AND TECHNOLOGIES
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY

USDA
—

Agricultural Marketing & ResourceCenter, anational
M information resourcefor value-addedagriculture
FarmEnergyEfficiency

Extension.org
Introductionto EnergyEfficiencyand Conservatioron the Farm

"Fuel and electricity use on farms is just as important to
sustainabilityand energysavings,asuseof soiland water. Energy
efficiencyis an integral part of sustainableagriculture. While U.S.
farms have almost doubled their averageenergy efficiency over
the past25years,most farms still havegood opportunitiesto save
energyandmoney."”

Page?

USDA Alternative Farming Systems Information Center.
Energy Efficiency

Information about energy efficiencytechniquesand technologies,
ongoing research, policies and programs available to help
agriculture operations and farmstead residencesreduce energy
use
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eXtension\

lssues « Innovation = Impact

o 14Waysto SaveEnergyon Your Farm:
Begin Your Battle of the Bulge with Btus
) Qlie@oing on a diet. You need to know where the Btus are
going to guide your changesThe first step is to check out use
DAOOAOT 088

RENEWABLE ENERGY & ENERGY EFFICIENCY:
WHERE TO START

If you are interested in learning about available funding opportunities and
incentives for Renewable Energy Systems and/or Energy Efficiency
Improvements, the Rl Farm Energy Program can help you. RIFEP offers farm site
visits to discuss funding opportunities and incentives for making Energy Efficiency
improvements or installing a Renewable Energy System.

To schedule a site visit, contact Program Coordinator Jo-Anne Pacheco
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org or call our office: 401-500-0399.
We look forward to hearing from you!

FREE ENERGY AUDIT

If you haven't already had an energy audit, do it now. Just finding out where you
could potentially save energy can put you on the path to making the changes that
can save you money. Even if you are only thinking about looking into alternative
energy, give us a call.

REAP WEBINARS ONLINE

If youwould like to learnmore aboutthe REAPapplicationprocessthe REAP Application
Overviewwill provide an outline of REAPgrant guidelinesand applicationrequirements,
while Demystifying DUNS & SAM will walk through the processedor obtaining these
numbersstep by step. Checkthem out!



http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/energy-efficiency
http://www.agmrc.org/renewable-energy/energy-efficiency/farm-energy-efficiency/
http://extension.org/
http://articles.extension.org/pages/26607/introduction-to-energy-efficiency-and-conservation-on-the-farm
http://www.cornandsoybeandigest.com/energy/14-ways-save-energy-your-farm-begin-your-battle-bulge-btus
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/index.htm
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
https://youtu.be/-SRi4Hu6r24
https://youtu.be/-SRi4Hu6r24
https://youtu.be/iNiwEIqX32Y
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TheRhodelsland Agricultural EnergyProgramis a competitive grant program for the implementation of
agricultural projects that improve energy efficiency and facilitate renewable energy. This is a new
collaborative project of RI RC&D, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Division
of Agriculture, and Office of Air Resources and the Office of Energy resources.

RIFER\pplication Nextdeadline:March 16,2018

Contact:Jo-Anne PachecoProgramCoordinator,RIFarmEnergyProgram
RhodelslandRC&D
info@rifarmenergy.org
401-500-0399
www.rifarmenergy.org

USD 3 RuralEnergyfor AmericaProgram(REAP) grants can provide assistance to Ag producers and Ag-Based

Small Businesses who are eligible with Renewable Energy (RE)and Energy Efficiency (EE)projects.
———— s NextgrantdeadlineApril 2, 2018 <:l - ; . *L
_ REAP webinars are available online
Contact:JonathanBurns REAP Application OverviewxplainsREARgrant
USDA — Rural Development MA/CT/RI guidelinesand applicationrequirements
Jonathan.burns@ma.usda.gov DemystifyingDUNS& SAMwill walk through the
(508) 295-5151 Ext. 136 processestep by step.
www.usda.gov Don't miss out!

R H 0 D E The Rhode Island Commerce Corporation RenewableEnergyFund(REFjfunds renewable energy
’ projects in:
e

l 8 |_ A N D 9 Small Scale Solar— Blockopen Februaryl5 to March 30 2018 <:| *
.
1 Commercial Development— Blockopen Februaryl5,to March 30, 2018,
CommercialScaleFunding SmallScaleFunding
Contact:Annie RatanasimRenewableEnergyProgramManager
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
o Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com

401-278-9100 X 196
www.commerceri.com

FarmEnergyEfficiencyProgram- The Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources in collaboration with
National Grid offers FREEnNergyefficiencyaudits for farms. Incentives and rebates are available for many
energy efficient measures. Toget started pleasecall 1-800-332-3333and identify yourselfasa farm.

Contact:CarrieA. Gill, Ph.D, ProgramServicefficer
Office of EnergyResourcesFarmEnergyEfficiencyProgram
Telephone: 401-574-9121
Email: Carrie.Gill@energy.ri.gov

Formoreinformationonthe FarmEnergyEfficiencyProgramvisit their web site at:
www.energy.ri.qgov/efficiency/farmenergy

Continued next...


http://www.rifarmenergy.org/ri-ag-ep.htm
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/
mailto:jonathan.burns@ma.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/commercial-scale-projects/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/small-scale-projects/
mailto:Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com
http://www.commerceri.com/
mailto:Carrie.Gill@energy.ri.gov
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy
https://youtu.be/-SRi4Hu6r24
https://youtu.be/iNiwEIqX32Y

Rhodelsland Farm Energy Program

NEWSLETTER s reBruUARY 2018 Paged

C bs5LhtD hwe¢! dibdkh /99 b ¢ H AV

Agricultural EnergyManagement Plan (AgEMP) is a Conservation Activity Plan personalized to ensure

USDA coverage of each farm’s main energy uses. An AgEMP is an analysis of a farm’s foundation and
=/_ management that provides recommendations on how to reduce energy use.
_ Contact:Alan Gilespie, State ConservationEngineer

USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service

60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, Rl

alan.gillespie@ri.usda.gov

401-822-8812

WWW.ri.nrcs.usda.gov

;"é'é‘ﬁ PACE C-PACE Rhode Island, Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (GPACIE is an innovative
3004 program that is helping commercial, industrial and multi-family property owners access affordable,
long-term financing for smart energy upgrades to their buildings.

Zrugre®™  Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy

C-PACE Rhode Island Participating Municipalities

For more information, you can watch this video How C-Pace Works or visit the website.
Representatives from ©®ACE will be speaking at the January and February Farm Ener

Workshops.
WINTER WORKSHOP 2018 FARMS THAT GROW CROPS AND SOLAR
Feeling confused by all these opportunities? POWER TOGETHER

It's not as complicated as it seems!

Come to our workshop and learn how you too can
take advantage of funding incentives and begin to
implement energy efficiency and renewable energy
programs on your farm.

Wednesday, February 7™

5:30to 7:30 p.m.

North Scituate Library

606 W. Greenville Road, N. Scituate, RI

To REGISTER for the workshop(s)
Please call 401-500-0399
Or email info@rifarmenerqgy.orqg

Remember, everyone has to start somewhere!

Come to the workshop. You'll be glad you did!
You'll learn more about all the alternative energy
opportunities available, how they can help make
your business more energy efficient, and how you
can get financing to help install it.

Who says you can't do botliRaised solar panels allow for
the land underneath to remain in agriculture as vegetable
gardens IO AAIT 1 AA O Addobriding GoOSkeven £
NO SNOW DATES. Herbert, professor of Agronomy with the Stockbridge School

of Agriculture, who runs the research project at the farm, it is
PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL TO CONFIRM the only farm of its kind in the country." Read more from
CANCELLATIONS the Greenfield Recorder

t wRvVuUu


http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-12470559
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1255523&ext=pdf
mailto:alan.gillespie@ri.usda.gov
http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://ri-cpace.com/
https://ri-cpace.com/participating/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/163550632?autoplay=1
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-1247055
http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-1247055
http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-12470559
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YourCarbonFootprint

car-bonfootprint / karban 'footprint / noun

1. the amount of carbon dioxide and other carbon compounds
emitted due to the consumption of fossil fuels by a particular
person, group, etc.

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/detail/people/study-with-the-help-of-
potato-biomass/

If you would like to find out the size of the carbon footprint you, your farm, or business may
be making, check out these free Carbon Calculators:

Comet Tool (Farms and Ranches. Colorado State (USDA) )

EPA.gov (Individuals and Households)

coolfarmtool.org (Farms. Cool Farm Alliance is UK based)

cffcarboncalculator.org (Farm Carbon Calculator for Farmers and Growers, UK based)
terrapass.com (Individuals, Households, Businesses, and Events)
carbonfootprint.com (Individuals and Households)

Berkeley.edu (Individuals and Households) (Berkeley's CoolClimate Network.)
Nature.org (Individuals and Households. The Nature Conservancy for)

Farm First Insurance (Individuals and Households)

=4 =4 =4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -8 9

Predicting the Weather3

THE OLD Super Bowl SundayWeather

FARM E R’S ALMANAC Super BowfPLII will be played on February4, 2018, at U.S.

Bank Stadiumin Minneapolis,Minnesota.Read what the Old
FOUNDED IN 1792 Farmer's Almanac has to say about Super Bowl weather i
their articleSuper Bowl Weather Through the Years

'

Accordingto their website,"8 TheOld& A O | Alrdadadhas
beenknownfor its traditionally 80 percentaccurateforecasts.
(PunxsutawneyPhil should look into getting a subscription)
Whatever their rate of success, the folks at the Almana
certainly have a lot of very interesting ways of making their
predictions.Findout more about how they do it in their article
PredictingWeather:The Art, Science And Accident.

4 "The longrange weather predictions(made 18 months ago!)

showthat the weekof Februaryd will be sunnyand cold. The

J surroundingdayswill bringoacasionaknowflurriesbut nothing
major,whichis goodnewsfor Minneapolifootball fans:" Well,

Super Blue Bood Moonon January 3%, 20182 Check it out!  we'll see.
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https://www.almanac.com/topics/weather/weather-forecasts/predicting-weather
http://www.comet2.colostate.edu/
https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/
https://coolfarmtool.org/coolfarmtool/
http://www.cffcarboncalculator.org.uk/
https://www.terrapass.com/carbon-footprint-calculator
http://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx
http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/calculator
http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/
http://www.farmfirst.ie/carbon-calculator
https://www.almanac.com/content/predicting-weather-art-science-and-accident
https://www.almanac.com/blog/astronomy/astronomy/supermoon-blue-moon-and-lunar-eclipse-january-31
https://www.almanac.com/blog/weather/weather-update/super-bowl-weather-through-years
https://www.almanac.com/blog/astronomy/astronomy/supermoon-blue-moon-and-lunar-eclipse-january-31
https://www.almanac.com/blog/weather/weather-update/super-bowl-weather-through-years
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Press Release 01 -17 -2018

DEM, Partners Help Local Farms
"Green" Their Operations, Save
Money

$120,000Awardedfor RenewableEnergylnvestments

PROVIDENCEz The Rhode Island Department of
EnvironmentalManagement(DEM),in partnershipwith the
Rhode Island Office of Energy Resourcesand the Rhode
IslandResourceConservation& DevelopmentAreaCouncil,
today announced $120,000 in grants to help farmers
"green" their operationsand saveenergy and money. The
awards, funded through the Rhode Island Farm Energy
Program (RIFEP),will support solar projects at six local
farmsacrossthe state.

"Thesegrantsare awin for Rhodelslandfarmersandfor our
state," said GovernorGinaRaimondo."Our commitment to
expanding clean energy on farms and throughout Rhode
Islandwill help lower energy costs, create jobs and protect
the beautyof our state for future generations."

Fundedprojectsinclude:

Bedrock Tree Farm, Wakefield - $20,000 Installation of a
25.6 kW solar photovoltaic system that will offset power
usedby the agricultural operation.

Carpenter'sFarm, Wakefield- $20,000Installationof a 32.4
kW solar photovoltaic systemthat will power 100%o0f this
multi-facetedagriculturaloperation.

Cottrell Homestead, West Kingston - $20,000Installation
of a 25.2 kW solar photovoltaic system that will provide
significantsavingsfor the farm'sdairy operation.

Little Grange Farm, Little Compton - $20,000Installation
of a 19.8kW roof-mount solarphotovoltaic systemthat will
offset powerusedby the dairy operation.

Pat's Pastured, East Greenwich- $20,000Installation of a
9.28 kW solar photovoltaic system that will offset power
usedby the livestockoperation.

Stoney Acres Farm, Wakefield - $20,000 Installation of a
7.2kW solarphotovoltaic systemthat will offset powerused
by agriculturaloperations.

Rhodelsland Farm Energy Program
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o e Gov Raimondo

"Kudosto our grant recipientsandto all partnersinvolvedin
this effort,"” said DEM Director Janet Coit. "Rhodelslandis
chartingabold coursein cleanenergy,whichis excitingand
vital. We must continueto investin our green economyfor
the benefit of our state, our environment,and our families."

"Rhodelslandis making progresson GovernorRaimondo's
1,000 megawatt clean energy goal in all corners of our
state," said State Energy CommissionerCarol Grant. "We
continue to find new partners z big and small z who are
passionateabout working with usto build a clean,reliable,
affordable energy future. Today's grant recipients are
includedin that partnership,andwe are excitedthey will be
able to reap the benefits of this renewable energy
investment.”

DEM continuesto work acrossmany fronts to strengthen
Rhode Island'sgreen economy and assistlocal farmers in
growing their businessesRhodelslandis one of few states
nationally where the number of farms is on the rise. There
aremore than 1,200sprinkledacrossthe state, a 44 percent
increasesince2002. The state'sgreenindustriesaccountfor
more than 15,000jobs and contribute $2.5 billion to the
economy each year. Last spring, $89,755was awarded
under the RIFEP's second grant round; the awards
supportedrenewableenergyand energy efficiencyprojects
at Barden Family Orchard in North Scituate, Earth Care
Farm in Charlestown, Grandin Landscapesand Supply in
South Kingstown, PlaneviewFarmin WestKingston, Seven
CedarsFarm in Smithfield, and The Good Earth Organic
Gardening Center in Hope. Funding for RIFEPis made
possiblethrough the RegionalGreenhouseésasinitiative.

Formoreinformation on DEMprogramsandinitiatives,

visit www.dem.ri.gov.

follow DEMon Twitter (@RhodelslandEM)

or Facebookat http://www.facebook.com/RhdelslandDEM
for timely updates.

Related links
1 RI DEM: Division of Agriculture, Farm Energy
Program

1 Department or agency: Department of
Environmental Management
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Rhode Island Farm

Energy Program Workshops

farm energy program

Attend a farm energy workshop to learn about available funding opportunities and
incentives for energy efficiency improvements and renewable energy systems!

Are you an agricultural producer or ag-based business who has been curious about the potential of renewable
energy or energy efficiency practices for your farm? The Rhode Island Farm Energy Program will be hosting

three farm energy workshops.

Taopies to be covered in these farm energy workshops:

Rhode Island Agricultural Energy Program (RIAgEP) grant

LI

Environmental Quaility Incentive Program (EQIP)

« Office of Energy Resources = Farm Energy Efficiency Program

Learn How You Can Help
Your Farm!

USDA Rural Development — Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
Commerce Rl - Renewable Energy Fund (REF) grant S
USDA-NRCS — Agricultural Energy Management Plans (AgEMP) and

Ask about Renewable Energy
and/or Energy Efficiency
funding opportunities.

CALL {nr Email] TO REGISTER - for the workshop(s) you want to attend. 401-500-0399 or info@rifarmenergy.org

REGISTRATION REQUESTED

NO SNOW DATES — call or email for cancellation notice

FARM ENERGY WORKSHOPS

November 2, 2017 12 PM to 2 PM
Tiverton Public Library
35 Roosevelt Avenue, Tiverton, Rl

January 25, 2018 2 PM to 4 PM N
West Greenwich Community Center Eﬁ’?
(behind Louttit Library)

274 Victory Hwy, W. Greenwich, RI

February 7, 2018 5:30 to 7:30 PM
Nerth Scituate Library
B06 W. Greenville Rd, M. Scituate, RI

“ASK the INSTALLER WORKSHOP”

November 28, 2017
5:30 to 7:30 PM

West Greenwich Community Center
(behind Louttit Library)
274 Victory Hwy,
W. Greenwich, Rl

Stop by between 5:30 and 7:30 PM during
this open house workshop to speak with
and ask the installers your questions
about renewable energy and/or energy
efficiency as it relates to your agricultural
operation.

Funding and incentives may be available to implement energy practices on your farm! For more information, contact
the Rhode Island Farm Energy Program at 401-500-0399 or info@rifarmenergy.org

cfo Rl RCED - 2283 Hartford Avenue — Johnston, RI 02919 - 401,500.0399
email: info@rifarmenergy.org website: www.RIFarmEnergy.org

RIRC&D is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer




