
 

Rhode Island Farm Energy 
Program (RIFEP) provides Ag 

Producers and Ag-based Small 
Businesses with current 
information on energy grant 
opportunities and supportive 
events. 

The RI Farm Energy Program is a 
project of Rhode Island Resource 
Conservation & Development 
Area Council, Inc. It is supported 
through Rhode Island 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative funding 
provided by the RI Department of 
Environmental Management and 
the RI Office of Energy 
Resources.  
 
For more information on how 
we can help you "put it all 
together," visit our web site, or 
give us a call! 

CONTACT RIFEP: 

Jo-Anne Pacheco 
Program Coordinator 

Email: info@rifarmenergy.org 
Telephone: 401-500-0399  

Mailing Address: 
RI Farm Energy Program 
c/o RI RC&D 
2283 Hartford Avenue 
Johnston, RI 02919  

Web Site: 
http://www.rifarmenergy.org 
 

RIRC&D Area Director: Paul Dolan 
Newsletter Editor: Leslie Mundy 

DEM Announces Grants 
On January 17th, 2018, DEM, in partnership with the Rhode Island Office of Energy 
Resources and the Rhode Island Resource Conservation & Development Area Council, 
announced $120,000 in grants to help farmers "green" their operations and save energy 
and money. See page 6 to read the press release and who got awards! 

All six of our grant applicants were funded this time around, so if you've been 
thinking about adding renewable energy or to your business plan, or if you suspect 
you could benefit by using energy more efficiently, now is the time to get started 
looking into available options. Please plan to attend our workshop on February 7th, 
or, if that doesn't fit your schedule, just give us a call. After all, it's our job to help you 
find ways to save you money and grow your business. 

Half Way through Winter 
Farmers who came from England had a long-
standing weather adage: "The farmer should 
have, on Candlemas Day, Half his straw and half 
his hay." In the slightly harsher climate of New 
England, this adage underwent a slight change: 
"... half his wood and half his hay." The saying 
was just plain practical advice. The centuries old 
celebration of Candlemas Day always falls on 
February 2nd, and from that day, the spring 
solstice is 7 weeks away. Therefore, a smart 
farmer managed his winter supplies very 

carefully in order just in case spring was a little late in arriving.  
As farmers well  know, some winters are better and some are worse, but even with 

modern technology,  there's just no way of really knowing what the weather will be. 
Since the beginning of farming, farmers everywhere have had to be concerned with 

the weather. Will there be an early spring? An early winter? An early frost? A late frost? A 
wet spring? A dry winter? A wet winter? Their lives are spent in constant preparation for 
dealing with the uncertainty of the weather. Keen observation over centuries taught 
farmers a lot about "reading" their local weather, and the smartest among them learned 
they had to be prepared for whatever may come, no matter what the "signs" said. But 
rare is the farmer who still doesn't wish there was some sure way to predict the weather 
accurately. 

German farmers who settled in Pennsylvania brought their tradition for determining 
how much longer the winter weather would last: on Candlemas Day they watched to see 
if badgers would see their shadows. If they did see a shadow, six more weeks of winter. 

But, badgers being scarce, the tradition was adapted to watching the behavior of 
groundhogs, and in 1887 Punxsutawney, PA celebrated the first official Groundhog Day. 
Since then, we wait eagerly to learn whether groundhog Phil predicts an early spring. (We 
should keep in mind, however, that Phil has only been right 39% of the time.) 
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Farm Energy Workshop 

February 7th 
See page 4 for details! 
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Time to tame those 
energy hogs! 
There are several ways to save 
energy (and money) on your farm 
depending on what type of 
infrastructure and operation you 
have. The first step to reducing 
farm energy costs is determining 
where you use energy in your 
operation.  

If you are a National Grid customer 
and own or rent a farm in Rhode 
Island, you are eligible to 
participate in the 

 

Rhode Island 
Farm Energy 
Efficiency 
Program!  

 
This program provides a free, no-
obligation energy audit that gives 
recommendations on how to 
improve the energy efficiency of 
your farm. It also provides financial 
incentives for recommended 
energy-saving measures. 

Start here: 

Call 1-800-332-3333 
to schedule your  

free energy audit! 

 
Rebates and incentives are 
available to make the switch 

to LEDs more 
affordable. 
Check out 
National Grid's 
Service & 
Rebates Page 
for more 
information.  

 

LINKS TO INFORMATION ABOUT TECHNIQUES AND TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

USDA Alternative  Farming Systems Information  Center: 
Energy Efficiency 
Information about energy efficiency techniques and technologies, 
ongoing research, policies and programs available to help 
agriculture operations and farmstead residences reduce energy 
use. 

Agricultural Marketing & Resource Center, a national 
information resource for value-added agriculture. 
Farm Energy Efficiency 

Extension.org 
Introduction to Energy Efficiency and Conservation on the Farm 
"Fuel and electricity use on farms is just as important to 
sustainability and energy savings, as use of soil and water. Energy 
efficiency is an integral part of sustainable agriculture. While U.S. 
farms have almost doubled their average energy efficiency over 
the past 25 years, most farms still have good opportunities to save 
energy and money." 

14 Ways to Save Energy on Your Farm: 
Begin Your Battle of the Bulge with  Btus 
)ÔȭÓ like going on a diet. You need to know where the Btus are 
going to guide your changes The first step is to check out use 
ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎÓȣȢ 

RENEWABLE ENERGY & ENERGY EFFICIENCY: 
WHERE TO START 

If you are interested in learning about available funding opportunities and 
incentives for Renewable Energy Systems and/or Energy Efficiency 
Improvements, the RI Farm Energy Program can help you. RIFEP offers farm site 
visits to discuss funding opportunities and incentives for making Energy Efficiency 
improvements or installing a Renewable Energy System. 

To schedule a site visit, contact Program Coordinator Jo-Anne Pacheco 

mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org or call our office: 401-500-0399.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 

FREE ENERGY AUDIT 

If you haven't already had an energy audit, do it now. Just finding out where you 
could potentially save energy can put you on the path to making the changes that 
can save you money. Even if you are only thinking about looking into alternative 
energy, give us a call. 

REAP WEBINARS ONLINE 

If you would like to learn more about the REAP application process, the REAP Application 
Overview will provide an outline of REAP grant guidelines and application requirements, 
while Demystifying DUNS & SAM will walk through the processes for obtaining these 
numbers step by step. Check them out! 

http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/energy-efficiency
http://www.agmrc.org/renewable-energy/energy-efficiency/farm-energy-efficiency/
http://extension.org/
http://articles.extension.org/pages/26607/introduction-to-energy-efficiency-and-conservation-on-the-farm
http://www.cornandsoybeandigest.com/energy/14-ways-save-energy-your-farm-begin-your-battle-bulge-btus
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/index.htm
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
https://youtu.be/-SRi4Hu6r24
https://youtu.be/-SRi4Hu6r24
https://youtu.be/iNiwEIqX32Y
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The Rhode Island Agricultural Energy Program is a competitive grant program for the implementation of 
agricultural projects that improve energy efficiency and facilitate renewable energy. This is a new 
collaborative project of RI RC&D, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Division 
of Agriculture, and Office of Air Resources and the Office of Energy resources.  

RIFEP Application  Next deadline: March 16, 2018 

Contact: Jo-Anne Pacheco, Program Coordinator, RI Farm Energy Program 
Rhode Island RC&D 
info@rifarmenergy.org  
401-500-0399 
www.rifarmenergy.org 

Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) grants can provide assistance to Ag producers and Ag-Based 
Small Businesses who are eligible with Renewable  Energy (RE) and Energy Efficiency (EE) projects.  
Next grant deadline April 2, 2018 

Contact: Jonathan Burns 
USDA – Rural Development MA/CT/RI 
Jonathan.burns@ma.usda.gov 
(508) 295-5151 Ext. 136 
www.usda.gov  

The Rhode Island Commerce Corporation Renewable Energy Fund (REF) funds renewable energy 
projects in:  

¶ Small Scale Solar— Block open February 15 to March 30, 2018 

¶ Commercial Development— Block open February 15, to March 30, 2018,  
Commercial-Scale Funding              Small-Scale Funding 

Contact: Annie Ratanasim, Renewable Energy Program Manager 
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation 
Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com 
401-278-9100 X 196 
www.commerceri.com  

Farm Energy Efficiency Program - The Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources in collaboration with 
National Grid offers FREE energy efficiency audits for farms. Incentives and rebates are available for many 
energy efficient measures. To get started please call 1-800-332-3333 and identify yourself as a farm. 

Contact: Carrie A. Gill, Ph.D., Program Services Officer 
Office of Energy Resources, Farm Energy Efficiency Program 
Telephone:  401-574-9121 
Email: Carrie.Gill@energy.ri.gov 

For more information on the Farm Energy Efficiency Program visit their web site at: 
www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy         

Continued next…   

REAP webinars are available online.   
REAP Application Overview  explains REAP grant 
guidelines and application requirements 
Demystifying DUNS & SAM will walk through the 
processes step by step. 
Don't miss out! 

http://www.rifarmenergy.org/ri-ag-ep.htm
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/
mailto:jonathan.burns@ma.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/commercial-scale-projects/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/small-scale-projects/
mailto:Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com
http://www.commerceri.com/
mailto:Carrie.Gill@energy.ri.gov
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy
https://youtu.be/-SRi4Hu6r24
https://youtu.be/iNiwEIqX32Y
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Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP) is a Conservation Activity Plan personalized to ensure 
coverage of each farm’s main energy uses. An AgEMP is an analysis of a farm’s foundation and 
management that provides recommendations on how to reduce energy use.  

Contact: Alan Gillespie, State Conservation Engineer 
USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service 
60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, RI 
alan.gillespie@ri.usda.gov 
401-822-8812 
www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov  

 

C-PACE Rhode Island, Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (C-PACE) is an innovative 
program that is helping commercial, industrial and multi-family property owners access affordable, 
long-term financing for smart energy upgrades to their buildings. 

C-PACE Rhode Island Participating Municipalities 

For more information, you can watch this video How C-Pace Works or visit the website. 

Representatives from C-PACE will be speaking at the January and February Farm Energy 
Workshops. 

 

WINTER WORKSHOP 2018 

Feeling confused by all these opportunities? 
It's not as complicated as it seems!  

Come to our workshop and learn how you too can 
take advantage of funding incentives and begin to 
implement energy efficiency and renewable energy 
programs on your farm. 

Wednesday, February 7th   
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
North Scituate Library 
606 W. Greenville Road, N. Scituate, RI 

To REGISTER for the workshop(s) 
Please call 401-500-0399 
Or email info@rifarmenergy.org 

Remember, everyone has to start somewhere!  

Come to the workshop. You'll be glad you did! 
You'll learn more about all the alternative energy 
opportunities available, how they can help make 
your business more energy efficient, and how you 
can get financing to help install it. 

NO SNOW DATES. 
PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL TO CONFIRM 

CANCELLATIONS

FARMS THAT GROW CROPS AND SOLAR 

POWER TOGETHER 

Who says you can't do both! "Raised solar panels allow for 
the land underneath to remain in agriculture as vegetable 
gardens. It'Ó ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÄÕÁÌ ÕÓÅȱ ÁÎÄȟ according to Steven 
Herbert, professor of Agronomy with the Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture, who runs the research project at the farm, it is 
the only farm of its kind in the country..." Read more from 
the Greenfield Recorder: 
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http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-12470559
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1255523&ext=pdf
mailto:alan.gillespie@ri.usda.gov
http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://ri-cpace.com/
https://ri-cpace.com/participating/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/163550632?autoplay=1
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-1247055
http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-1247055
http://www.recorder.com/UMass-farm-raises-veggies-and-power-12470559
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Your Carbon Footprint 

car·bon footprint  / kärbən ˈfo͝otprint / noun 

1. the amount of carbon dioxide and other carbon compounds 
emitted due to the consumption of fossil fuels by a particular 
person, group, etc. 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/photocontest/detail/people/study-with-the-help-of-
potato-biomass/ 

If you would like to find out the size of the carbon footprint you, your farm, or business may 
be making, check out these free Carbon Calculators: 

¶ Comet Tool    (Farms and Ranches. Colorado State (USDA) ) 

¶ EPA.gov   (Individuals and Households) 

¶ coolfarmtool.org   (Farms. Cool Farm Alliance is UK based) 

¶ cffcarboncalculator.org    (Farm Carbon Calculator for Farmers and Growers, UK based) 

¶ terrapass.com   (Individuals, Households, Businesses, and Events) 

¶ carbonfootprint.com   (Individuals and Households) 

¶ Berkeley.edu   (Individuals and Households) (Berkeley's CoolClimate Network.) 

¶ Nature.org   (Individuals and Households. The Nature Conservancy for) 

¶ Farm First Insurance    (Individuals and Households) 
 

Predicting the Weatherȣ 
 

According to their web site," ȣThe Old &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ Almanac has 
been known for its traditionally 80 percent accurate forecasts."  
(Punxsutawney Phil should look into getting a subscription.) 
Whatever their rate of success, the folks at the Almanac 
certainly have a lot of very interesting ways of making their 
predictions. Find out more about how they do it in their article 
Predicting Weather: The Art, Science, And Accident. 

 

Super Blue Blood Moon on January 31st, 2018? Check it out! 

Super Bowl Sunday Weather 

Super Bowl®LII will be played on February 4, 2018, at U.S. 
Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Read what the Old 
Farmer's Almanac has to say about Super Bowl weather in 
their article Super Bowl Weather Through the Years. 

 

"The long-range weather predictions (made 18 months ago!) 
show that the week of February 4 will be sunny and cold. The 
surrounding days will bring occasional snow flurries but nothing 
major, which is good news for Minneapolis football fans." Well, 
we'll see.  
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https://www.almanac.com/topics/weather/weather-forecasts/predicting-weather
http://www.comet2.colostate.edu/
https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/
https://coolfarmtool.org/coolfarmtool/
http://www.cffcarboncalculator.org.uk/
https://www.terrapass.com/carbon-footprint-calculator
http://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx
http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/calculator
http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/
http://www.farmfirst.ie/carbon-calculator
https://www.almanac.com/content/predicting-weather-art-science-and-accident
https://www.almanac.com/blog/astronomy/astronomy/supermoon-blue-moon-and-lunar-eclipse-january-31
https://www.almanac.com/blog/weather/weather-update/super-bowl-weather-through-years
https://www.almanac.com/blog/astronomy/astronomy/supermoon-blue-moon-and-lunar-eclipse-january-31
https://www.almanac.com/blog/weather/weather-update/super-bowl-weather-through-years
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Press  Release  01 - 17 - 2018  

DEM,  Partners  Help  Local  Farms  
"Green"  Their  Operations,  Save  
Money  

$120,000 Awarded for Renewable Energy Investments 

PROVIDENCE ɀ The Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (DEM), in partnership with the 
Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources and the Rhode 
Island Resource Conservation & Development Area Council, 
today announced $120,000 in grants to help farmers 
"green" their operations and save energy and money. The 
awards, funded through the Rhode Island Farm Energy 
Program (RIFEP), will support solar projects at six local 
farms across the state. 

"These grants are a win for Rhode Island farmers and for our 
state," said Governor Gina Raimondo. "Our commitment to 
expanding clean energy on farms and throughout Rhode 
Island will help lower energy costs, create jobs and protect 
the beauty of our state for future generations." 

Funded projects include: 

Bedrock Tree Farm, Wakefield - $20,000 Installation of a 
25.6 kW solar photovoltaic system that will offset power 
used by the agricultural operation. 

Carpenter's Farm, Wakefield - $20,000 Installation of a 32.4 
kW solar photovoltaic system that will power 100% of this 
multi-faceted agricultural operation. 

Cottrell  Homestead, West Kingston - $20,000 Installation 
of a 25.2 kW solar photovoltaic system that will provide 
significant savings for the farm's dairy operation. 

Little  Grange Farm, Little Compton - $20,000 Installation 
of a 19.8 kW roof-mount solar photovoltaic system that will 
offset power used by the dairy operation. 

Pat's Pastured, East Greenwich - $20,000 Installation of a 
9.28 kW solar photovoltaic system that will offset power 
used by the livestock operation. 

Stoney Acres Farm, Wakefield - $20,000 Installation of a 
7.2 kW solar photovoltaic system that will offset power used 
by agricultural operations. 

"Kudos to our grant recipients and to all partners involved in 
this effort," said DEM Director Janet Coit. "Rhode Island is 
charting a bold course in clean energy, which is exciting and 
vital. We must continue to invest in our green economy for 
the benefit of our state, our environment, and our families." 

"Rhode Island is making progress on Governor Raimondo's 
1,000 megawatt clean energy goal in all corners of our 
state," said State Energy Commissioner Carol Grant. "We 
continue to find new partners ɀ big and small ɀ who are 
passionate about working with us to build a clean, reliable, 
affordable energy future. Today's grant recipients are 
included in that partnership, and we are excited they will be 
able to reap the benefits of this renewable energy 
investment." 

DEM continues to work across many fronts to strengthen 
Rhode Island's green economy and assist local farmers in 
growing their businesses. Rhode Island is one of few states 
nationally where the number of farms is on the rise. There 
are more than 1,200 sprinkled across the state, a 44 percent 
increase since 2002. The state's green industries account for 
more than 15,000 jobs and contribute $2.5 billion to the 
economy each year. Last spring, $89,755 was awarded 
under the RIFEP's second grant round; the awards 
supported renewable energy and energy efficiency projects 
at Barden Family Orchard in North Scituate, Earth Care 
Farm in Charlestown, Grandin Landscapes and Supply in 
South Kingstown, Planeview Farm in West Kingston, Seven 
Cedars Farm in Smithfield, and The Good Earth Organic 
Gardening Center in Hope. Funding for RIFEP is made 
possible through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. 

For more information on DEM programs and initiatives, 
visit  www.dem.ri.gov.  
follow DEM on Twitter (@RhodeIslandDEM) 
or Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/RhodeIslandDEM 
for timely updates. 

 

Related links 

¶ RI DEM: Division of Agriculture, Farm Energy 
Program 

¶ Department or agency: Department of 
Environmental Management 
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http://www.ri.gov/press/view/32316
file:///C:/Users/Leslie/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/RIFEP_Newsletter_February_2018306427042817409646/www.dem.ri.gov
http://www.facebook.com/RhodeIslandDEM
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/agriculture/grants-farm-energy.php
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/agriculture/grants-farm-energy.php


 

 

 


