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farm energy program

Rhode Island Farm Energy
Program (RIFEP) provides Ag
Producers and Ag-based Small
Businesses with current
information on energy grant
opportunities and supportive
events.

The RI Farm Energy Program is
a project of Rhode Island
Resource Conservation &
Development Area Council, Inc. It
is supported through Rhode
Island Greenhouse Gas Initiative
funding provided by the RI
Department of Environmental
Management and the RI Office of
Energy Resources.

For more information on how we
can help you "put it all together,"
visit our web site, or give us a
call!

CONTACT RIFEP:

Jo-Anne Pacheco
Program Coordinator

Email: info@rifarmenergy.org
Telephone: 401-500-0399

Mailing Address:

RI Farm Energy Program
c/o RI RC&D

2283 Hartford Avenue
Johnston, Rl 02919

Web Site:
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/index.htm

RIRC&D Area DirectdPaul Dolan
Newsletter Editor Leslie Mundy

Equal
Opportunity

o
A Employer

The Windiest Month

"First there is the power of the wind, constantly exerted over the
gl obeéHere is an almost incalcul abl
how trifling t he HesneDavideThomreak(E834p f i t

Thoreau is best known for his book Walden, the book he wrote about his
experiences and thoughts during a two year retreat living a simple life in a
cabin on Walden Pond, in Concord, Massachusetts. If Thoreau were living
today, in our stressed-out, fast-paced world, he would probably have

described his retreat as "getting off the grid."
In this Month's Newsletter:

Page 2
—Renewable Energy:
Where to Start
—Wind Power in the News

Pages 3-4
—Funding Opprtunities and
Incentives Deadlines are
approaching!

We tend to idealize the past. We think it was a
simpler time, that life was simpler, less
stressful. But it isn't surprising that Thoreau
went looking for a break: he was a child of the
Industrial Revolution. His time was one of great
change in all aspects of life. Demand for goods
was forcing change in production methods from
hand-made to machine manufacture. New
factories were springing up everywhered and

they were hungry for poweré the world would Page 4
never be the samed never again "simple." —More about wind power
Page 5

In New England, abundant rivers and streams,

coal and wood, made water power and steam —Featured Farm

the most convenient ways to produce power. To this day we see the remnants
of the changes wrought by the Industrial Revolution's insatiable need to power
the textile mills that were built along every river and stream.

Back then, the world knew about wind power. Sailing ships have been around
for ages, and wind pumps have been in use since the 9™ century to pump
water and drain land for farming. And it was in the 19" century that immigrant
farmers came to the American Midwest and brought wind powered water
pumps with them. But it was water and steam that powered the factories. Wind
power's day would have to wait until the 21* centuryd

BLOCK ISLAND \/VINDFARM

America's First Offshore Wind Farm
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At last! As of December 2016, the Block Island Wind Farmd America's first
offshore wind farm! & is up and running. You can read all about the Block
Island Wind Farm project here: The Block Island Times
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mailto:rircd2283@gmail.com
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/index.htm
http://www.blockislandtimes.com/site-bit/bi-wind-farm
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RENEWABLE ENERGY: WHERE TO START

Are you a farmer interested in learning about available funding opportunities
and incentives for Renewable Energy Systems and/or Energy Efficiency
Improvements, but were unable to attend one of the recent workshops?

If so, the Rl Farm Energy Program is available to schedule farm site visits to
discuss the various programs.

| To schedule a site visit GrantDeadlines are
[ime to tame those email: mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org approaching!
energy hogs! or call our office: 401-500-0399

_ If you need helpvith the
There are several ways to save We look forward to hearing from you! applications, please call us
energy on your farm depending o

what type of infrastructure and WIND POWER IN THE NEWS

operation you have. The first step

to reducing farm energy costs is It seems that Wind Power's day has arrived: wind energy is now the fastest
determining where you use energ growing renewable energy source in the world. It is clean and abundant, it
in your operation. produces no toxic emissions and none of the heat-trapping emissions that

contribute to global warming. And many of the new designs address issues

If you are a National Grid customy such as noise, danger to birds, and very high and very low wind conditions.

andown or rent a farm in Rhode
Island, you are eligible to Andnewusesfor wi nd are popping up every da

participate in the A Wind Tree that can power homes has been installed in Paris:

Rhode Island https://gz.com/763715/wind-trees-mini-turbines-that-can-power-homes/
Farm Energy
Efficiency
Programt

This program provides a free, no
obligation energy audit that gives
recommendations on how to
improve the energy efficiency of
your farm. It also provides financi
incentives for recommended
energysaving measures.

Start here:

Call 1-800-332-3333
to schedule your
free energy audit!

Rebates and incentives are . N o
Quartz Digital News Outlet reports: "L a s t December, & woo

available to make the switch . ! ’ : ]
to LEDs more arbres a ventd quietly churned in a plaza in Paris, as world leaders met for the
affordable. historic climate talks at the Le Bourget conference center nearby. Developed by
Check out a French company <called New Wind, t h
National Grid's green, with curves that held dozens of tiny blades soundlessly harnessing the
Service & wind no matter which way it blew. Unlike larger industrial turbines, which need
Rebates Page winds of over 22 miles per hour to function, the leaves captured energy from
for more ; . "
) . wind speeds of less than five mph.
information.

More about Wind Power on page 4 é
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http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy/
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Services-Rebates?filters=For%20Homeowners|Rhode%20Island|Electric|Lighting
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/index.htm
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
https://qz.com/763715/wind-trees-mini-turbines-that-can-power-homes/
https://qz.com/763715/wind-trees-mini-turbines-that-can-power-homes/
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AND INCENTIVES 2017

The Rhode Island Agricultural Energy Program is a competitive grant program for the implementation of
agricultural projects that improve energy efficiency and facilitate renewable endrhig is anew
collaborative project of Rl RC&D, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management) Divisio
of Agriculture and Office of Air Resources and the Office of Energy resources.

RIFEP Application = Next deadline: April 21, 2017

Contact: Jo-Anne Pacheco, Program Coordinator, Rl Farm Energy Program
Rhode Island RC&D
info@rifarmenergy.org
401-500-0399
www.rifarmenergy.org

Small Businesses who are eligible with Renewable E(REpsind Energy, EfficiendgE) projects.

_,-—-""""' Next grant deadline March 31, 2017
Contact: Anne Correia, Energy Coordinator
USDA- Rural Development MA/CT/RI
Anne.Correia@ma.usda.gov
(508) 2955151 Ext. 136

www.usda.gov /\

USDA Rural Energy for America Progra(REAP) grants can providesiasance to Ag producers and-Bgsed

\ TheRhodelslandCommerceCorporationRenewable Energy Fund (Rgdﬁ)ds renewable energy
projects in:
REF) CommerceR
\ Renewable Energy Fund 9 Small Scale Solar
1 Commercial Development

1 PreDevelopment Feasibility Studies

2017funding blocksOpen 9 January and Close 24 March
CommercialScaleFunding SmallScale Funding
Contact: Annie Ratanasim, Renewable Energy Program Manager
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com
401-2789100 Ext. 196
www.commerceri.com

Farm Energy Efficiency Program - The Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources in collaboration with
National Grid offer&REE energy efficiency audits for farms. Incentives and rebates are available for many
energy efficient measure¥o get started please call 1-800-332-3333 and identify yourself as a farm.

Contact: Becca Trietch, Chief Program Development

Farm Energy Efficiency
Telephone: 4056749106
Email:Becca.Trietch@energy.ri.gov

For more information on the Farm Energy EfficigPrmgram visit their web site at:
www.energy.ri.qgov/efficiency/farmenergy

Continuedn e x t ...


http://www.rifarmenergy.org/ri-ag-ep.htm
mailto:info@rifarmenergy.org
http://www.rifarmenergy.org/
mailto:Anne.Correia@ma.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/commercial-scale-projects/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/small-scale-projects/
mailto:Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com
http://www.commerceri.com/
mailto:Becca.Trietch@energy.ri.gov
http://www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AND INCENTIVES 2017

Agricultural Energy Management Pla(AgEMP) is a Conservation Activity Plan personalized tareensu

USDA coverage of each farm s main energy uses. An
————ay  management that provides recommendations on how to reduce energy use.
_ Contact: Alan Gillespie, State Conservation Engineer

USDANatural Resource Conservatioarice

60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, RI

alan.qgillespie@ri.usda.gov

401-822-8812

www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov
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Wind turbines are everywhere now, and they come in all shapes and sizes! In London and Dubai, architects
are incorporating them into the design of new buildings. As Japan abandons its nuclear power in favor of
sustainable and clean energy, new and innovative turbine designs for offshore wind farms are appearingd
some that may be able to harness the power of typhoons! In China, Korea, Brazil, Italy, and our own Texas
and Nevada, wind is being used to power street lights. In Iceland, small scale vertical axis wind turbines are
providing 100% green energy to bus kiosks, as well as farms and small commercial venturesd and they do it
in extreme weather conditions as well as low wind areas, and with virtually no need of maintenance.

Read more about how much wind power is changing in the article Changing Winds: The Evolving Wind Turbine
from Power Magazine. And this is an informative article from the Union of Concerned Scientists: How Wind
Energy Works.
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Some Fun Things
That Use Wind Power:

(Click on the pictures to go to the links.)


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1255523&ext=pdf
mailto:alan.gillespie@ri.usda.gov
http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://wonderfulengineering.com/japan-is-building-the-worlds-first-typhoon-turbine-to-power-the-country-for-50-years/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jenniferhicks/2012/05/17/small-wind-energy-goes-urban-in-italy-korea-brazil-and-texas-yes-texas/#2a8f901e2af3
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jenniferhicks/2012/05/17/small-wind-energy-goes-urban-in-italy-korea-brazil-and-texas-yes-texas/#2a8f901e2af3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wlxz-KzebbQ
http://www.powermag.com/changing-winds-the-evolving-wind-turbine/?pagenum=1
http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-energy/renewable-energy/how-wind-energy-works#bf-toc-0
http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-energy/renewable-energy/how-wind-energy-works#bf-toc-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbpbLTnryjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sfNY1RhTx0
http://www.strandbeest.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTGGSdjsKOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIbk4AKFMTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsdvTr-uLos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oieUfXyYUBI

This Month's Featured Farm

Verde Vineyards
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Bordering on Moswansicut Lake and set back off Hopkins
Avenue, Verde Vineyards is a unique place in Rhode Island.
Here one can not only taste wine made from vineyard fresh
grapes, but one can learn about the history of winemaking,
and about the sustainable practices that are employed to
produce each bottle of delicious, award-winning wine.

And it was owner Jim Verde's innovative approach to
providing energy for his farm and residence through solar and
geothermal technology that put him in the forefront of energy
conservation, and won Verde Vineyards the Northern Rhode
Island Conservation District's Conservation Farm of the Year.
Award in 2016.

Verde Vineyards combined the use of two ground mount
solar arrays with a geothermal well system which provides
nearly 100% of the winery operation needs for heating,
cooling and electricity. This Renewable Energy System was
completed with the assistance of a Rural Energy for America
(REAP) grant through USDA-Rural Development in 2012.

Jim is very supportive of educating farmers about the use of
alternative energy in their operations to reduce the use of
fossil fuel consumption. He has hosted a number of farm
energy tours for the RI Farm Energy Program, happily
i nforming attendee genewdble wrergyt
system.

In addition to his work in farm energy conservation, in
another effort towards creating sustainable land uses for his
property, owner Jim Verde has also had a forest
management plan developed.

You are cordially invited to visit Verde Vineyards. Hours are
Friday through Sunday, 11:00am to 5:00pm. Tastings are
$4.00 and tours are available upon request.

Traditional wine making techniques, hand-picked grapes,
open fermentation and oak barrel aging produce a wine
reminiscent of the southern
Rhone Valley.

Spend the day at Verde
Vineyards! Take a tour, stroll the
grounds and absorb the
tranquility of the vineyard. And
you are welcome to bring a
picnic lunch, enjoy a glass of
wine, and spend a delightful
afternoon under the oaks.
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http://verdevineyardsri.com/index.htm
http://verdevineyardsri.com/index.htm

